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The Republic Airport home
of the American Airpower Mu-
seum, whose collection of vin-
tage military planes dates to
the 1930s, has been saved from
demolition, two federal law-
makers said yesterday.

The historic hangar, slated
for removal under a Federal
Aviation Administration run-
way safety program, probably
will be relocated instead to an-
other place at the airport, Sen.

American Airpower Museum Charles Schumer and Rep.
OPENED 11 years ago at Repub-  Steve Israel said.
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the airport “to decide how to and Historic Preservation has planes to stop in emergencies. likely outcome was moving  a plan by the end of the year.

fulfill its statutory obligations determined the hangar is eligi- Geiger said the airport is them south, to the far side of The relocation would take
relating to safety.” She added ble for the National Register ~conducting an environmental an adjacent hangar. place by early 2013. :
that the agency would allow of Historic Places. study of either moving both The cost of the move will be “I'm happy they didn’t take
demolition funds to be used The FAA had allocated $10.6  the museum structure and an  $10 million to $15 million and it down,” said Josephine Ra-
for relocation, and if the build- million to tear down the adjacent historic hangar north will be paid for by the FAA ichele, 87, of West Babylon,
ing was historic, it would not  35,000-square-foot ~ hangar, of the museum used by flight and the state, Geiger. said. A~ who worked on construction

be torn down.

Republic Airport director
Michael Geiger said the state
Office of Parks, Recreation

built by Republic Aviation
around 1940, and build a safety
apron at the end of a runway
to provide more space for

schools or leaving them in
place. But he said that because
the two hangars are “very
close to the runway” the most

public hearing will be held
after an environmental study
is completed in the next few
months, with final approval on

of Republic P-47 Thunderbolt
fighters at the hangar during
World War II. “There are so
many memories.”




